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——FAREWELL 


The  pasl  four  years  have  been  one  ot  the  happiest  periods  of  our  lives.  We  are  most 
grateful  that  we  have  been  privileged  to  serve  in  thj  mission  held,  and  it  is  with  mixed 
reelings  that  we  leave  the  missionaries,  saints  and  friends  in  South  Africa.  We  will  miss  our 
close  association  with  all  of  you,  but  our  hearts  are  lilled  with  joy  and  gratitude  as  we  recall 
tne  many  blessings  and  experiences  we  have  enjoyed  with  you. 

The  missionaries,  District  and  Branch  Officers,  as  well  as  the  members  throughout 
the  mission  have  given  us  faithful  and  loyal  support.  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  travel 
over  the  mission  and  meet  with  the  saints  in  their  homes.  We  thank  you  sincerely  for  your 
kindnesses  and  hospitality  which  have  been  so  graciously  extended  to  us.  Your  faith 
and  prayers  on  our  behalf  are  gratefully  appreciated;  we  have  felt  the  inspiration  and 
power  of  them. 

It  was  a  priceless  privilege  to  have  been  here  with  you  when  President  and  Sister  McKay 
visited  the  mission.  Without  a  doubt  this  visit  was  the  most  outstanding  event  which 
has  transpired  m  the  one  hundred  year  history  of  the  South  African  Mission.  The  peaceful 
spirit  and  influence  which  came  from  him  and  his  kind  words  of  encouragement  and 
admonition  gave  all  of  us  added  testimony  that  the  Church  is  diiected  by  a  Prophet  of  God. 

Although  it  is  now  nearly  three  years  since  President  McKay's  memorable  visit,  the 
influence  for  good  which  he  accomplished  is  still  being  felt  and  will  continue  for  many 
more  years.  During  these  three  years  there  has  been  the  greatest  number  of  convert 
baptisms  than  any  other  similar  period  in  the  history  of  the  mission.  The  number  of 
brethren  holding  the  priesthood  has  more  than  doubled.  Other  activities  reflect  an  increased 
interest  and  participation  of  the  members. 

In  the  past  three  years  chapels  have  been  erected  at  Springs,  Durban  and  Port  Elizabeth. 
It  is  expected  the  large  Johannesburg  meeting  house  will  be  completed  within  the  next  three 
months.  All  of  these  buildings  are  monuments  to  the  faith,  courage  and  devotion  of  the 
saints  here  in  South  Africa.  It  has  been  a  wonderful  faith-promoting  experience  to  us  to 
witness  the  determination,  faith  and  enthusiasm  of  the  saints  in  raising  funds  for  the 
construction  of  these  beautiful  places  of  worship.  You  have  made  sacrifices  to  build  your 
chapels,  but  we  are  sure  you  have  as  assurance  that  countless  blessings  have  followed 
whatever  sacrifice  you  have  made  for  the  advancement  of  the  Lord's  work.  We  earnestly 
appeal  to  you  to  continue  to  be  united  in  your  endeavours  to  serve  your  Heavenly  Father  and 
always  be  appreciative  of  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  regret  it  is  impossible  to  visit  you  in  your  home  again  before  leaving;  we  will  miss 
your  warm  handshakes,  pleasant  smiles,  friendly  and  encouraging  words.  But  as  we  prepare 
to  leave,  the  memories  of  the  years  which  we  have  spent  with  you  are  now  most  vivid. 
These  memories  will  always  be  our  most  cherished  possessions.  We  rejoice  in  the  know- 
ledge that  life  here  in  mortality  is  not  the  end  and  we  shall  meet  again.  We  are  happy 
in  the  testimony  which  we  have  that  God  lives,  that  He  is  a  personal  being  who  has 
revealed  Himself  unto  His  "servants  and  prophets",  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Author  of  the  Plan  of  Salvation,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world.  We  know  the  Gospel 
was  restored  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  there  is  a  Prophet  of  God  on 
earth  today  to  direct  His  Kingdom  and  lead  us.  We  know  peace  and  safety  will  come 
to  all  who  follow  the  inspired  leadership  and  counsel  of  the  Lord's  chosen  servants. 

President  and  Sister  Glen  G.  Fisher  have  been  appointed  by  the  First  Presidency  to 
succeed  us.  They  come  with  a  rich  spiritual  background  and  Church  experience.  We  are 
sure  you  will  support  and  sustain  them  as   as  you  have  supported  and  sustained  us. 

May  the  rich  blessings  of  peace,  success  and  happiness  be  with  you  always. 

Sincerely  yours, 

PRESIDENT  AND  SISTER  DUNCAN  AND  FAMILY. 


December,  1956. 
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DEAF    BRANCH    MEET.— 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF.— The 
Southern  California  Branch  for 
the  Deaf  is  back  again  at  Adams 
Ward,  153  W.  Adams  in  mid- 
town  Los  Angeles. 

President  Joe  F.  Brandenburg 
said  it  is  with  "regret  that  the 
members  have  had  to  give  up  the 
chapel  which  they  own  and  where 
they  had  known  such  happi- 
ness." The  chapel  has  become 
too  small  because  of  the  great 
growth  of  the  branch.  President 
Brandenburg  explained. 


NEW  YORK  CITY.— Dr.  Frank 
W.  Asper,  Tabernacle  organist, 
played  an  organ  recital  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  Oct.  22. 

Among  the  audience  was 
James  Lavenstein,  member  of 
CBS  Television  staff  of  New 
York  City  who  said: 

"I  can't  tell  you  what  a  thrill 
and  how  unusual  it  was  to  sit 
in  a  consei-vative  Presbyterian 
Church  and  listen  to  a  Mormon 
organist  play  'Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints.'  The  organ  was  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  one  in  the 
Tabernacle,  but,  as  you  know, 
Dr.  Asper  is  such  a  top-notch 
organist  that  he  made  it  sound 
much  better  than  it  really  is.  He 
had  a  large  and  enthusiastic 
audience  whose  applause  called 
for  two  encores  ..." 


CHANGE    OF    HEART.— 

Times  have  changed  since  a 
few  years  ago  when  the  Church 
could  not  even  "purchase"  space 
in   The    Weekly    News    of    New 


Zealand,     a     very     conservative 
paper. 

During  the  past  summer  the 
Weekly  News  sent  one  of  its 
writers  to  visit  the  Chiu-ch  tem- 
ple site  and  college  site  at  Ham- 
ilton, New  Zealand.  A  very  fair 
and  factual  story  with  a  picture 
of  the  progress  at  the  building 
site  was  published  in  an  edition 
of  the  weekly  paper  as  a  result 
of  that  visit. 

The  article  begins  by  stating 
that  a  group  of  "visionaries"  a 
few  years  ago  stood  on  a  small 
hill  in  the  Tuhikaramea  District 
and  looking  out  over  the  country- 
side could  see  the  visions  of  a 
temple,  college,  homes  ...  and 
these  are  all  "fast  turning  into 
reality." 

The  newspaper  points  to  it  as 
a  "most  impressive  undertaking 
and  has  some  unusual  features." 
All  of  the  workers,  from  the 
elder-in-charge  to  the  mess  cook, 
are  virtually  unpaid  .  .  ." 

"Many  of  the  workers  are 
Maoris  and  if  anyone  has  any 
doubts  as  to  the  adaptability  of 
our  Maori  people  a  visit  to  the 
collegs  would  soon  re-assure 
them." 


MELBOURNE,  AUSTRALIA— 
Ball-playing  missionaries  of  the 
Victorian  District  recently  re- 
ceived the  winning  trophy  for 
the  South  Australian  Mission  fol- 
lowing their  victory  in  the 
Latvian  Riga  basketball  tourna- 
ment. The  newly-won  trophy 
reads,  "Mormon  Yankees  Win- 
ner of  the  Riga  Annual  Basket- 
ball Tournament.  Melbourne — 
1956." 
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PEACE     ANi»     GOODWILL 


If  1  were  to  ask,  you  to  name  the  one  ciiy 
that  has  given  to  the  world  a  greater  civiliza- 
tion than  any  other  city,  without  hesitation 
you  would  name  Jerusalem.  You  would  give 
that  ancient  city  this  distinction,  not  because  i; 
was  the  "City  of  David,"  not  because  it  still 
holds  the  veneration  of  the  three  great  religions 
of  mankind  but  because  you  would  associate 
with  it  the  life,  the  teachings,  and  the  death  of 
Jesus  Chirst,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 

Five  miles  south  of  Jerusalem  is  Bethlehem, 
a  little  town  of  equal  historical  importance, 
which  will  also  be  venerated  as  long  as  there 
are  Christian  hearts  to  feel  or  Christian  lips 
to  utter  prayer.  Its  importance,  too,  comes 
not  because  of  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of  the 
oldest  cities  in  Palestine,  nor  because  we  asso- 
ciate with  it  the  beautiful  story  of  Ruth,  the 
home  of  Jesse  and  David,  and  many  other 
important  persons  and  incidents  in  biblical 
history,  but  because  in  Bethlehem  was  cradled 
the  Saviour  of  mankind. 

"Jerusalem"  (the  Canaanite  Urusalim,  the 
Hebrew  Yarushalayim)  means  the  "abode  of 
peace."  "Bethlehem"  (Beit  Lahm))  means  the 
"house  of  bread,"  perhaps  because  from  very 
early  times  it  has  been  a  fruitful  district,  and 
because  the  original  plant  from  which  the 
cultivated  wheat  was  developed  has  been  found 
wild  only  near  Bethlehem.  It  is  significant 
that  from  the  home  of  bread,  the  "staff  of  life, " 
springs  also  mankind's  "Bread  of  Life." 

Peace!  Life — eternal  life!  To  these  two 
words  the  approaching  festive  season,  in  which 
we  celebrate  the  birth  of  the  Redeemer,  should 
add  greater  meaning. 

Peace,  the  opposite  of  fear,  was  the  message 
given  to  the  shepherds  by  the  angels,  who  said : 
"Fear  not :  for  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
of  great  joy."     (Luke  2:  10). 

Peace  was  heralded  by  the  heavenly  hosts 
that  sang:  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest. 
and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.  " 
(Ibid.,  2:14). 

"Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart 
•n  peace,  .  .  ."  cried  the  aged  .Simeon  as  he 
beheld  through  inspiration  the  Blessed  Child 
that  should  be  "A  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Isarel."  (Ibid., 
2:29,  32). 


By  Prcs.  David  O.  Mc.  Kay 

Peace  and  goodwill  undoubtedly  filled  the 
hearts  of  the  Wise  Men  as  they  gave  their 
glittering  gold  and  costly  gifts  to  the  true  King 
cf  the  Jews.  In  comparison  with  the  rapture 
that  filled  their  beings,  valueless,  indeed,  seemed 
their  wealth  cf  treasure  as  on  bended  knees 
they  worshipped  their  king,  whom  they  had 
found  through  their  leaning  and  their  sincere 
searching  for  truth. 

Thus  the  brief  but  beautiful  story  informs 
us  that  by  birth,  by  heavenly  announcement, 
and  later  by  early  training,  Jesus  became  allied 
with  the  humble  toilers,  with  the  honest  in 
heart,  with  sincere  seekers  after  truth,  and 
through  these,  with  all  classes  of  men  whose 
"physical,  mental,  and  moral  burdens  he 
sought  to  take  from  their  weary  shoulders." 

For  nearly  two  millenniums  men  have  been 
pondering  that  message  heralded  from  the 
heavens :  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."  (Ibid., 
2:14). 

How  simple  these  words!  At  Christmas  we 
celebrate  his  birth  in  whose  mission  on  earth 
(I)  God  is  glorified;  (2)  the  earth  is  promised 
peace;  (3))  all  men  are  given  the  assurance  of 
God's  goodwill  toward  them. 

If  every  man  born  into  the  world  would 
have  as  the  beacon  of  his  life  these  three 
glorious  ideals,  how  much  sweeter  and  happier 
life  would  be!  With  such  an  aim,  everyone 
would  seek  all  that  is  pure,  just,  honourable, 
virtueus,  and  true^all  that  leads  to  perfection: 
for  these  virtues  he  would  glorify  whoever 
seeks  to  glorify  God.  He  would  eschew  that 
which  is  impure,  dishonourable,  or  vile.  If 
every  man  desired  to  show  goodwill  towards 
men  and  strove  to  express  that  desire  in  a  thou- 
sand kind  ways  and  little  deeds  that  would 
reflect  unselfishness  and  self-sacrifice,  what  a 
contribution  each  would  make  toward  univer- 
sal peace  on  earth  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

For  nineteen  hundred  years  and  more  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  an  inspiration  to  countless 
millions  cf  men  and  women.  His  has  been 
the  influence  that  has  guided  the  artists*  touch 

(Continued  on  page  18.S.) 
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"SOMETHING 
CONCRETE  .  .  . 


I ) 


By  Brother 

THOMAS  JEFFERIES 


Reflecting  on  the  events  of  the  past  eighteen 
months  1  can  honestly  say  that  the  happiest 
one  was  the  visit  of  two  young  ladies  to  our 
home  one  Friday  evening.  I  can  still  picture 
those  two  fine  young  ladies  introducing  them- 
selves telling  us  that  they  were  L.D.S. 
missionaries  and  that  they  had  a  message  for 
us.  I  am  thankful  today  that  we  did  not  turn 
them  away  or  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  what  they 
had  to  say,  for  that  first  message  has  led  to 
untold  happiness  for  us  as  a  family. 

Naturally  we  asked  many  questions  regard- 
ing the  Gospel  and  the  Book  of  Mormon,  but 
as  always  their  answers  were  substantiated  by 
the  truths  revealed  in  the  Scriptures.  At  first 
we  were  perhaps  trying  to  find  loophole;',  and 
weaknesses  in  what  they  were  teaching  us 
concerning  their  reliigon,  though  I  say  with  all 
sincerity  that  we  knew  in  our  hearts  that  we 
had  found  something  concrete  and  were  en- 
deavouring to  learn  as  much  about  it  as 
possible. 

Until  that  time,  my  concept  of  religion  had 
been  rather  vague  and  insecure.  I  always  felt 
that  as  long  as  I  believed  there  was  a  God,  1 
was  not  embracing  atheism,  and  had  no  need 
of  attending  Church  to  listen  to  one  man 
preach  his  views  and  then  go  away  forgetting 
all  about  the  sermon.  Little  did  I  realize  that 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
had  something  more  to  offer. 

My  wife,  who  was  of  a  Protestant  faith, 
could  not  agree  on  a  few  points  of  doctrine  in 
her  church.  Paid  ministry  was  the  most  con- 
fusing point — as  she  maintained  that  a 
preacher  should  be  called  of  God  to  preach 
the  Gospel  for  the  benefit  of  others.  Second — 
the  hum-drum  routine  service  seemed  spiritless. 


Thirdly — there  were  always  numerous  ques- 
tions about  the  Gospel  which  remained  un- 
answered. 

Confirmation  was  another  ordinance  my  wife 
could  not  understand.  A  person  had  only  to 
know  a  few  passages  of  scripture  or  answer  a 
few  questions  pertaining  to  the  Bible  to  be 
saved.  Pondering  over  these  things  her  mind 
was  continually  in  a  state  of  confusion  reli- 
giously. Perhaps  we  can  say  that  something 
was  being  sought  that  could  not  be  found. 

I  think  my  reticent  attitude  toward  Church 
attendance  rather  dampened  my  wifes'  spirit. 
Our  son,  who  was  then  eight  years  of  age,  had 
also  discontinued  his  Sunday  School  classes, 
and  we  felt  the  need  for  him  to  resume  them. 

Then  came  that  knock  at  our  door.  The 
way  had  been  opened  to  us  and  as  I  recall  that 
memorable  evening  I  am  reassured  of  the 
Lord's  great  mercy.  He  had  indeed  directed 
those  missionaries  to  us  at  a  time  when  we 
needed  them  most.  Our  hearts  were  lifted  and 
our  minds  enlightened.  We  began  to  feel  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  present  at  the  meetings  which 
followed  and  as  we  continued  to  accept  the 
messages  delivered  to  us,  the  truth  was  re- 
vealed and  we  began  to  feel  blessings  thereof. 

Giving  up  the  practice  of  tea-drinking  and 
occasional  beer-drinking  on  my  part  might 
have  sounded  difficult  to  my  friends,  but  as  my 
testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel 
strengthened  these  things  became  very  easy. 

We  aways  eagerly  looked  forward  to  those 
missionaries'  weekly  visits.  Within  a  compari- 
tively  short  time  we  learned  much  concerning 
our  Father  in  Heaven  and  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  We  were  taught  things  about  the 
Gospel  which  had  never  occurred  to  our 
humble  minds  before — such  things  as:  pre- 
existence,  for-ordination,  the  Divine  Law  of 
Witnesses  and  many  more. 

We  gradually  learned  the  Plan  of  Salvation 
and  gained  a  firm  testimony  of  the  restoration 
of  the  Gospel.  We  were  prepared  for  baptism 
into  the  Church. 

What  a  wonderful  change  seemed  to  come 
over  all  three  of  us  when  we  emerged  from  the 
waters   of   baptism   and  had   the   Gift  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  182) 
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NO   CHRISTMAS   SPIRIT? 


Jmnpi 


'They  never  get  anything  for  Christmas," 
Great  Aunt  Martha  said.  "I  don't  see  how 
John  can  be  so  stingy  with  his  family." 

"But  on  their  birthdays"  Great  Aunt  Ahce 
mused;  "on  their  birthdays  they  get  such 
wonderful  gifts.  I  wonder  why  it  is?  Do 
you  think  it's  because  they  have  no  Christmas 
spirit?  Even  the  children  do  not  give  gifts  to 
one  another.     It's  very  strange  indeed." 

"And  when  you  say  anything  to  them  about 
it  they  all  shut  up  just  like  clams,"  Great  Aunt 
Martha  added,  "that  is,  all  but  the  littlest  one. 
And  my!  how  her  eyes  light  up  and  shine 
when  you  mention  Christmas  presents.  You'd 
actually  think  she  was  happy  over  Christmas, 
even  without  presents." 

"There's  something  queer  goes  on  in  that 
house  all  right,  and  all  these  years  since  Clara 
died,  too.  I  think  we  ought  to  speak  to  John 
about  it.     Let's  go  over  there  now." 

The  littlest  one,  who  had  entered  through 
the  front  door  in  time  to  hear  their  conver- 
sation, slipped  away  quickly,  unnoticed.  She 
hurried  home.  It  wouldn't  do  to  let  Great 
Aunt  Martha  and  Great  Aunt  Alice  get  there 
before  she  did. 

"Daddy!"  she  cried  as  she  slammed  through 
the  door.  "Daddy  and  Margie  and  Jim! 
Quick,  hide  the  presents.  Great  aunts  Martha 
and  Alice  are  coming  to  see  if  we  haven't  any 
Christmas  spirit." 

"We  can't  let  them  find  out!"  big  brother 
Jim  exclaimed,  grabbing  an  armload  of  half- 
wrapped  gifts  and  heading  for  the  stairs. 
"Margie,  bring  the  paper!  Dad,  get  the  string!" 

Minutes  later,  excited  and  breathless,  they 
viewed  the  more  orderly  living  room,  void  of 
any  sign  of  presents.  A  gaily  trimmed  tree 
stood  in  the  corner.  Each  grinned  at  the  other, 
and  the  littlest  one  laughed  with  sheer  delight. 

"Now,  remember"  Dad  said,  "we  mustn't 
let  them  know.  The  Saviour  said  we  must  not 
do  our  good  deeds  to  be  seen  of  men.  They 
must  not  guess  that  each  year  we  hunt  up  some 
needy  family  and  give  them  a  complete  merry 
Christmas.  On  oirr  birthdays  we  receive  gifts, 
but  Christmas  is  to  celebrate  the  Saviour's 
birthday  and  so  we  give  our  gifts  to  him — by 
helping  those  in  need.  He  has  said,  'Inasmuch 
as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 


novement  Era 

these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."     ■ 
And  since  we  celebrate  this  as  his  birthday,  wo 
give  our  presents  to  him  by  helping  those  in 
need." 

Thats  right,  Dad!"  they  all  chorused  just 
before  the  great-aunts  came  in. 

"Now,  John,"  Great  Aunt  Martha  said  with 
determination,  "we  want  to  know  why  you 
don't  have  the  Christmas  spirit  in  your  home. 
We  feel  it's  our  duty  to  speak  to  you  about  it.'" 

The  great  aunts  looked  at  the  silent  faces 
before  them,  the  heads  erect,  eyes  shining, 
mouths  tightly  closed,  and  threw  up  their 
hands  in  despair. 

"You  know,"  Great  Aunt  Alice  said  as  they 
were  walking  home,  "I  had  more  of  a  feeling 
of  Christmas  spirit  in  that  house  than  I  have 
ever  felt  anywhere  before." 

"It's  very  queer,"  Great  Aunt  Martha  said, 
puzzled,  "very  queer." 

(Continued  from  page   181) 

Holy  Ghost  bestowed  upon  us.  We  truly  felt  a 
newness  of  life.  May  we  at  all  times  try  to 
remember  the  covenants  we  made  that  day. 

Recently  we  have  been  blessed  with  a  little 
son  and  brother  for  Frank.  It  is  our  proud 
boast  that  he  has  been  born  into  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  It  is  our 
humble  prayer  that  we  will  at  all  times  en- 
deavour to  bring  him  up  in  the  true  Spirit  of 
Mormonism,  that  when  he  matures  he  may  be 
an  honour  to  the  Church  and  to  us. 

We  also  pray  that  those  who  are  in  need  of 
spiritual  uplift  as  we  once  were  may  also  at 
God's  appointed  time  have  the  Gospel  taken  to 
them,  that  they  might  be  able  to  share  in  the 
joys  and  pleasures  of  life  which  we  now 
enjoy. 

I  leave  my  testimony  that  I  know  that  this 
Gospel  is  the  true  Gospel  restored  in  these  last 
days  through  direct  revelation  from  the  Lord. 


"The  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of 
His  Father  with  His  angels." — Matt.  16:27; 
Mark  8:38;  D.  «&.  C.  45 :  44. 
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SPIRITUAL  GIFTS 


One  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
the  true  Church  of  Christ  is  the  manifestation 
of  the  "Gifts  of  the  Spirit."  In  view  of  the 
claims  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
Day  Saints  regarding  the  restoration  of  the 
Gospel,  it  is  reasonable  to  ask  if  these  gifts  of 
the  Spirit  are  being  manifested  in  such  a  way 
that  there  is  no  room  for  scepticism  in  the 
minds  of  its  members. 

Let  it  be  stated  clearly  and  positively  that 
the  Lord,  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
has  affirmed  the  need  for  and  the  existence  of 
the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  for  He  says :  "Wherefore 
beware  lest  ye  are  deceived,  and  that  ye  may 
not  be  deceived,  seek  ye  earnestly  the  best 
gifts,  always  remembering  for  what  they  are 
given;  for  verily,  they  are  given  for  the  bene- 
fit of  those  who  love  me  and  keep  all  my 
commandments,  and  him  that  seeketh  so  to 
do;  that  all  may  be  benefited  that  seek  or  that 
ask  of  me,  that  ask  and  not  for  a  sign  that 
they  may  consume  it  upon  their  lusts.  And 
again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  I  would  that  ye 
should  always  remember,  and  always  retain  in 
your  minds  what  those  gifts  are,  that  are  given 
unto  the  Church.  For  all  have  not  every  gift, 
and  to  every  man  is  given  a  gift  by  the  Spirit 
of  God  ...  To  some  it  is  given  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God  ...  to  others  it  is  given  to  believe  on 
their  words  ...  it  is  given  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  some  to  know  the  diversities  of  operations, 
whether  they  be  of  God  ...  to  another  is  given 
the  word  of  knowledge  ...  to  some  it  is  given 
to  have  faith  to  be  healed  ...  to  others  it  is 
given  to  have  faith  to  heal  ...  to  some  is  given 
the  working  of  miracles  ...  to  others  it  is 
given  to  prophesy  .  .  .  and  to  others  the  dis- 
cerning of  spirits,  .  .  .  and  again,  it  is  given 
to  some  to  speak  with  tongues  .  .  .  and  all  these 
gifts  Cometh  from  God,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children  of  God  (D.  and  C.  46 : 8-26). 

It  is  well  to  note  that  these  gifts  are  given 
to  "them  that  obey"  and  "who  keep  all  the 
commandments."  Notice,  too,  the  Divine  in- 
sistence that  these  things  are  for  the  blessing 
and  benefit  of  the  Saints  .  An  important  con- 
sideration is  that  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are  not 
intended  as  media  for  the  conversion  of 
seekers  after  truth,  but  are  primarily  intended 
for  the  blessing  of  the  Saints,  and  the 
strengthening  of  their  testimonies.     The  gifts 


By  Brother  Sam   Rayuer 

are  manifested  after  conversion,  not  before. 
The  Lord  recognises  the  differences  in  tempera- 
ment, in  the  physical,  mental,  emotional 
and  spiritual  equipment  of  His  children,  and 
yet  for  each  one  there  is  a  gift  adapted  to  the 
capacity  of  the  recipient  to  exercise  that  gift. 

Are  there  manifestations  of  these  gifts  in 
the  Church?  Yes,  there  is  evidence  in  abun- 
dance. The  sick  have  been  healed,  the  blind 
made  to  see,  the  halt  and  the  lame  have  been 
raised  from  their  beds,  wisdom  and  knowledge 
have  been  poured  out,  false  spirits  have  been 
discerned,  devils  have  been  cast  out,  faith  has 
been  enriched,  but — we  have  been  counselled 
by  the  Lord  "not  to  boast  ourselves  of  these 
things"  for  it  is  displeasing  to  Him  if  they 
are  used  to  impress  seekers  after  truth.  They 
are  definitely  not  for  public  demonstration. 
They  will  be,  and  have  always  been  mani- 
fested under  certain  conditions,  in  other  words, 
as  and  when  the  need  arises. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  disturbing 
and  regrettable  tendency  on  the  part  of  some 
members  to  express  disappointment  at  the 
seeming  lack  of  spiritual  gifts  in  the  Church. 
Their  attitude  is  perhaps  influenced  by  the 
claims  made  by  certain  religious  organisations 
that  the  gifts  of  the  spirit  are  expressed  through 
sensational  healings  and  speaking  in  tongues, 
usually  attended  by  the  publicity  associated 
with  a  three  ring  circus!  Some  of  our  people 
look  for  the  same  sort  of  public  demonstration 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day 
Saints.  They  find  what  is  to  them  a  surprising 
and  disappointing  absence  of  emotional  ex- 
pression of  the  power  of  the  Gospel.  All  too 
often  this  feeling  of  disappointment  reaches  a 
stage  where  it  becomes  positive  criticism  of 
Gospel  principles,  then  doubts  begin  to  creep 
in,  and  it  is  not  a  big  step  to  subsequent 
apostacy  —  all  because  of  the  alleged  defi- 
ciencies and  inadequacies  of  the  emotional 
content  of  the  Restored  Gospel. 

It  is  necessary  to  remove  some  misconcep- 
tions. If  God's  children  are  to  be  converted 
and  remain  converted  through  the  theatrical 
display  of  supernatural  powers  He  would 
surely  have  voiced  His  approval  of  such  a 
course.  Instead,  He  condemns  unequivocally 
the  use  of  "signs  and  wonders"  for  the  purpose 
of  converting  people.     The  reason  is  not  far 
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to  seek.  If  decisions  in  regard  to  salvation  arc 
to  be  influenced  by  externalities,  through  the 
things  which  are  apprehended  through  the 
senses  primarily,  how  long  will  the  stimulus, 
thus  received,  last?  Man  being  what  he  is,  he 
will  inevitably  seek  for  greater  stimuli  as  the 
original  efl'ect  wears  oil'.  A  comparison  with 
a  drug  addict  is  not  irrelevant  .  The  addict 
often  has  to  increase  the  potency  of  his  drug 
in  order  to  gain  even  the  most  temporary 
"benefit."  In  the  realm  of  the  mind  and 
spirit  it  is  the  same.  Man  looks  for  greater 
signs  and  greater  wonders.  More  often  than 
not  his  emotional  appetite  is  not  satisfied,  and 
when  that  happens  his  last  state  is  worse  than 
his  first.  His  disappointment  and  frustration 
will  prompt  him  to  deny  that  the  power  of 
God  exists  at  all! 

It  must  be  remembered  that  there  are  man\ 
displays  of  counterfeit  gifts  of  the  Spirit.  The 
Lord  has  warned  again  and  again  that  Satan 
lies  in  wait  to  deceive,  and  the  Adversary"'^ 
repertoire  of  spiritual  "effects"  are  as  many  as 
they  are  varied  and  are  designed  to  deceive 
the  very  elect  themselves.  A  blatant  appeal  to 
the  emotions  alone  can  bring  dissatisfaction  in 
its  train.  The  emotions  can  be  very  unstable 
factors  in  assessing  truth.  Glaring  publicity, 
the  desire  to  make  propaganda,  false  and 
specious  appeals  to  the  emotions  are  not  the 
means  adopted  by  the  Lord  to  touch  the  heart 
of  the  seeker  after  truth;  still  less  to  retain  the 
truth  in  the  heart  of  the  seeker  once  he  has 
found  it. 

True  conversion  stems  from  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  upon  a  person's  spiritual 
consciousness.  He  makes  an  indelible  im- 
pression on  the  heart  and  mind  of  the  humble 
and  contrite  seeker  after  truth.  The  Holy 
Ghost  dees  not  rely  upon  external  evidences 
of  truth.  Rather,  He  touches  the  spirit  of  man 
and  testifies  to  him  that  the  Gospel  is  true,  and 
man.  if  he  has  complied  with  the  conditions, 
receives  the  impress  of  Truth.  It  is  a  remark- 
able fact  that  once  a  man  has  received  a  testi- 
mony through  the  Holy  Ghost,  all  external 
evidences,  no  matter  hew  reliable  or  convinc- 
ing, become  insignificant  in  relation  to  the 
overwhelming  assurance  given  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  He  knows  through  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of 
God,  Here  then,  is  the  greatest  Gift  of  the 
Spirit  a  man  can  possibly  possess.  All  other 
gifts  pale  into  comparative  insignificance.  Is 
it  not  better  to  have  this  gift  than  to  have  the 
gift  of  healing  ,of  tongues  and  other  relatively 


minor  gifts  of  the  Spirit?  Which  is  of  greater 
worth?  The  most  miraculous  assurance  ol 
Truth  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
or  the  more  spectacular  evidences  of  the 
possession  of  another  gift  such  as  healing,  for 
instance?  All  the  healing  in  the  world,  all  the 
wisdom,  all  the  speaking  in  tongues,  all  the 
discerning  of  spirits,  all  the  faith,  cannot 
prevent  a  man  from  ultimately  losing  his  body, 
but  his  testimony  can  and  will  survive  the 
change  called  death.  We  are  told  that  "What- 
ever principles  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto 
in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrec- 
tion" and  the  greatest  "principle  of  intelligence" 
a  man  can  possess  is  the  knowledge  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ,  for  from  this  basic  knowledge 
and  assurance  stems  all  his  understanding  of 
the  full  meaning  and  significance  of  eternal 
life  and  salvation  .  Eternal  life  in  its  most 
exalted  sense  is  inseparable  from  a  pure  know- 
ledge of  God  and  His  Son  for  we  are  told 
that  "This  is  life  eternal  to  know  Thee,  the 
only  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou 
hast  sent."     (John  17:3) 

Let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  no  dis- 
paragement of  the  other  gifts  of  the  Spirit  is 
intended  or  implied.  Far  from  it.  Let  it  be 
clearly  understood  that  these  same  gifts  are 
intended  for  the  blessing  of  the  Saints  of  God. 
But  let  it  also  be  understood  with  equal  clarity 
that  some  gifts  are  more  important  than  others, 
when  viewed  in  the  light  of  eternity,  and  the 
most  important  gift  is  the  profound  and  posi- 
tive knowledge  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 

According  to  the  Lord  every  Latter-Day 
Saint  has  a  gift  of  the  Spirit,  and  he  or  she 
will  become  increasingly  aware  of  it  through 
prayerfulness  and  humility.  Do  not  be  dis- 
appointed if  you  cannot  possess  special  know- 
ledge of  the  "deep  things  of  God,"  or  if  your 
faith  cannot  move  mountains.  If  you  have  a 
testimony  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  and  that  His 
Church  is  upon  the  Earth  in  its  fullness  and 
perfection,  you  have  the  most  priceless  gift  of 
all.  It  is  a  gift  that  does  not  rely  upon  the 
more  spectacular  and  emotional  aspects  of 
religious  experience.  The  wonderful  thing 
about  this  gift  is  that  it  gives  full  expression 
through  the  noblest  emotion  of  all — love;  Love 
for  God  and  "for  the  brethren."  It  is  the  gift 
that  will  sustain  you,  comfort  you,  make  you 
secure  in  the  midst  of  insecurity,  remove  your 
fears  when  all  about  you  men's  hearts  are  fail- 
ing them.  It  is  the  one  gift  that  can  and  will 
survive  all  the  changes  to  which  man  is  sub- 
jected by  reason  of  his  nature  as  man. 
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If  you  feel  it  is  essential  that  you  discover 
at  least  in  part  some  of  the  "supernatural"  and 
"miraculous"  elements  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
you  can  find  no  greater  evidence  of  the  exis- 
tence of  these  elements  than  in  that  gift  of  the 
Spirit  you  call  a  Testimony  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ. 


PEACE 

(Continued  from  page  180.) 

that  has  given  imperishable  beauty  to  the 
world;  his  the  influence  that  has  put  new 
harmony  into  musicians"  souls,  and  sent 
vibrating  through  the  ages  songs  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving;  his  the  power  that  has  supported 
through  centuries  the  humble  labourers  whose 
only  comfort  through  unrequited  toil  and 
oppression  sprang  from  the  realization  that 
One  was  standing  at  the  end  of  life's  journey 
saying,  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest." 
(Matt.  11 :28);  his  the  influence  that  has  given 
every  good  thing  to  the  world  today;  his  the 
life  that  was  sacrificed  to  bring  peace  and 
goodwill  and  eternal  salvation  to  all  mankind. 

Love  for  God  and  for  one  another  should 
be  the  Christmas  theme.  Such  was  the  divine 
announcement  by  the  heavenly  host  that  first 
sang  the  'glad  tidings  of  great  joy!" 

Only  in  the  heart  that  loves,  only  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  where  love  prompts 
service  to  one's  fellow  men  and  loyalty  to  God, 
shall  we  find  peace.  "For  all  the  law  is  ful- 
filled in  one  word,  even  in  this;  Thou  shall 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.'  (Gal.  5:14.) 

May  Christmas  find  love  and  a  desire  to 
bless  others  abiding  in  the  heart  of  every 
Latter-day  Saint.  In  all  such  hearts  and  homes, 
then,  there  will  be  peace  and  goodwill  toward 
all  men.  Where  the  peace  abides,  it  matters 
httle  whether  the  possessor  be  rich  or  poor,  for 
he  will  have,  in  addition  to  the  peace  that 
gives  "joy  unspeakable,"  the  assurance  which 
the  Son  of  Man  gave  when  he  asid : 

"I  am  the  bread  of  life:  he  that  cometh  to 
me  shall  never  hunger;  and  he  that  believeth 
on  me  shall  never  thirst.'    (John  6 :  35) 

Peace,  goodwill,  and  life  everlasting  are  the 
blessings,  then,  we  wish  you  as  we  repeat  once 
again  the  glad  old  greeting: 

A  MERRY,  MERRY  CHRISTMAS.  AND 
HAPPY,  PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR. 


PRIESTHOOD  CORNER 

By  DAN  CHERR£TT 

What  does  your  priesthood  mean  to  you? 

How  many  of  us  have  asked  ourselves  that 
question  and  answered  it  to  his  own  satisfac- 
tion or  shelved  the  problem?  It  is  a  question 
that  each  one  of  us  who  has  the  honour  of 
holding  the  priesthood  must  face. 

The  priesthood  is  the  power  to  act  in  the 
name  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  What  greater 
honour  can  be  bestowed  upon  any  man  than 
that?  No  matter  how  small  our  part  may  seem 
in  the  scheme  of  things,  we  are  a  vital  part 
in  the  chain  of  authority  which  links  our 
earthly  existence  with  our  God.  We  have  cer- 
tain powers  delegated  to  us  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  fulfil  our  responsibilities  the  best  we  can. 

Do  we  do  this?     (we  can  best  answer  that 

question   ourselves)    Some   of   us   do — of  that 

there  is  no  doubt — but  there  are  many  of  us 

who   ignore   our   responsibilities    and   pretend 

.  that  they  are  of  no  real  importance. 

Moreover,  do  we  attempt  to  exercise  those 
powers  in  the  manner  taught  by  our  elder 
brother  Jesus  Christ,  or  do  we  consider  that 
we  have  greater  ability  and  knowledge  than 
He  and  follow  our  own  bent? 

Let  us  read  and  consider  the  instruction  con- 
tained in  Section  107  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants. 

These  specific  instructions  can  be  used  as  a 
yardstick  by  which  each  one  of  us  should 
measure  our  conduct.  If  we  don't  measure  up 
to  these  requirements  it  is  time  for  us  to  do 
something  about  honouring  our  priesthood. 


Free  Agency 

Know  this,  that  every  soul  is  free 
To  choose  his  life  and  what  he'll  be. 
For  this   eternal  truth  is  given. 

That  God  will  force  no  man  to  heaven. 
He'll  call,   persuade,  direct  aright — 
Bless  with   wisdom,  love  and  light — 
In  nameless  ways   be  good  and  kind, 
But  never  force  the  human  mind. 

William  C.  Clegg. 
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SISTER  JANICE  M.  FOX 


SISTER  JO  ANNE  LARSON 
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ELDER  B.  R.  BLACKHAM 


ELDER  S.  P.  ROBINSON 


ELDER  P.  L.  DERRICK 


ELDER  R.  C.  SNOW 


ELDER  D.  W.  MERRILL 


ELDER  D.  C.  WILCOX 


ELDER  E.  D.  HUBBARD 
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ARRIVALS 


DEPARTURES 


Sister  Janice  M.  Fox  was  honourably  released 
November  9th,  1956.  She  laboured  in  the  Mission 
OfiEice,  Natal,  and  Transvaal  Districts.  She 
comes  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Sister  Jo  Anne  Larson  from  Midway,  Utah, 
was  honourably  released  November  9th,  1956. 
She  laboured  in  the  Cape  and  Transvaal  Dis- 
tricts. 

Elder  B.  R.  Blackham  from  Huntington  Park. 
California,  U.S.A.  was  honourably  released 
November  9th,  1956.  He  laboured  in  the  Port 
Elizabeth  and  Transvaal  Districts. 

Elder  S.  P.  Robinson  from  Midvale,  Utah. 
U.S.A.  was  honourably  released  November  9th, 
1956.  He  laboured  in  the  Cape,  Bulawayo,  Port 
Elizabeth,  and  Transvaal  Districts. 

Elder  P.  I.  Derrick  from  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
U.S.A.  was  honourably  released  November  9th, 
1956.  He  laboured  in  the  Cape,  Transvaal,  and 
Northern  Rhodesia   Districts. 

Elder  R.  C.  Snow  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
U.S.A.  was  honourably  released  November  9th, 
1956.  He  laboured  in  the  Natal,  Salisbury,  Cape 
and  Transvaal  Districts. 

Elder  D.  W.  Merrill  from  Riverton,  Utah, 
U.S.A.  was  honourably  released  November  9th, 
1956.  He  laboured  in  the  Transvaal,  Natal,  and 
Northern  Rhodesia  Districts. 

Elder  D.  C.  Wilcox  from  Provo,  Utah,  U.S.A. 
was  honourably  released  November  9th,  1956. 
He  laboured  in  the  Transvaal,  Welkom.  Salis- 
bury, anc^  Cape  Districts. 

Elder  E.  D.  Hubbard  from  Wellsville,  Utah, 
U.S.A.  was  honouarbly  released  November  9th. 
1956.  He  laboured  in  the  Natal  District  and  in 
the  Mission  Office. 

Elder  N.  T.  Jackson  from  Hillspring,  Alberta, 
Canada,  was  honourably  released  November  9th. 
1956.  He  laboured  in  the  Transvaal  and  Bloem- 
fontein  Districts. 


Elders  L.  K.  Anderson,  R.  H.  Anderson,  H. 
Beazer,  G.  Fisher,  C.  Hunter,  L.  McCue,  C. 
Smith  and  G.  Valgardson  arrived  on  board 
the  Pretoria  Castle  November  15,  1956. 

Elder  L.  K.  Anderson  is  from  Taber,  Alberta, 
Canada  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Welkom  district  with  Elder  D.  M 
Caldwell. 

Elder  R.  H.  Anderson  is  from  Barnwell,  Alberta, 
Canada  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Transvaal  with  Elder  R.  L,  Nelson. 

Elder  H.  Beazer  is  from  Beazer,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the 
Transvaal  with  Elder  N.  G.  Stanford. 

Elder  G.  Fisher  is  from  Hillspring,  Alberta, 
Canada  and  has  bene  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Transvaal  with  Elder  E.  R.  Peterson. 

Elder  C.  Hunter  is  from  Macleod,  Alberta, 
Canada  and  has  b<!en  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Transvaal  with  Elder  R.  Hadley. 

Elder  L.  McCue  is  from  Lethbridge,  Alberta, 
Canada  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Bulawayo  District  with  Elder  F.  R. 
Monson. 

Elder  C.  Smith  is  from  Hillspring,  Alberta, 
Canada  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Transvaal  with  Elder  K.  G.  Wood. 

Elder  G.  Valgardson  is  from  Taber,  Alberta, 
Canada  and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Transvaal  with  Elder  S.  R.  Jones. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  E.  R.  Peterson  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Pretoria  District  Oct.  29,  1956. 

Elder  R.  Hadley  was  appointed  Supei-vising 
Elder  of  the  East  Rand  District  Oct.  28,  1956. 

Elder  F.  A.  Badger  was  appointed  Supervising 
Elder  and  Branch  President  of  the  Salisbury 
District  and  branch  Nov.  1,  1956. 

Elder  M.  D.  Caldwell  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  and  Branch  President  of  the  Wel- 
kom District  and  Branch  Nov.  19,  1956. 

Elder  B.  V.  Milne  was  appointed  Mission 
Recorder  November  8,    1956. 

^ 


BAPTISMS 


ATKINS,  Neil  Garnet  (Out-N.  Rhod.»— b. 
Douglas  E.  Charsley;  c.  Leonard  L.  Clarke, 
October  7.   1956. 

DELL,  Anthony  Graham  (Welkom) — b.  Gordon 
Ross  Dell;  c.  Elder  Harold  David  Boucher, 
October  21,   1956. 

SCHONNBERG,  Geoffrey  Stuart  (Salisbury)  — 
b.  and  c.  Elder  Kav  Holt  Salmon,  October  21, 
1956. 
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TRANSFERS 


Name 


From 


To 


Date 


Elder  F. 

A.  Badger 

Natal  District 

Salisbury 

Oct. 

28,   1956. 

Elder   K. 

11.   Salmon 

Salisbury 

East  Rand 

Oct. 

31.  1956. 

Elder   A. 

A.  Paxman 

Eloemfontein 

East  Rand 

Nov. 

5,    1956. 

Elder   I. 

K.   Beane 

Bloemfontein 

Natal 

Nov. 

5.    1956. 

Elder  G. 

D.  Dudley 

West  Rand 

Natal 

Nov. 

1.   1956. 

Elder  D. 

C.   Butler 

East  Rand 

No.   Rhodesia 

Nov. 

1,   1956. 

Elder  W. 

M.  Gee 

West  Rand 

Port   Elizabeth 

Nov. 

1.   1956. 

Elder  D. 

E.  LaBaron 

Bulawayo 

Pretoria 

Nov. 

12,   1956. 

Elder  H. 

D.  Boucher 

Welkom 

Cape 

Nov. 

22.   1956. 

Elder  B. 

V.  Milne 

Natal 

Mission  Office 

Nov. 

7.  1956 

STATISTICS 


BLESSINGS 

HARRISON,  Robert  Edg-ar  (Ramah)— Izak 
Charl  Louw,   October  28,   1956. 

DU  TOIT,  Arnold  Herman  (Northwestern)  — 
William  H.  Brummer,  November  4,  1956. 

WIBLIN,  Robert  Gordon  (Durban) — Joseph  M. 
Jakins,  October  7,   1956. 

TERBLANCHE,  Leon  Stanley  (Mowbray)  — 
Keith  William  Hubert,  November  4,  1956. 

MARITZ,  Willem  Hendrik  (Mowbray)— Theo 
Mark  Rayner,  November  4,  1956. 

MARITZ,  Dalene  (Mowbray))  —  ,Samuel  J. 
Rayner,  November  4,  1956. 

MARITZ,  Pauline  (Mowbray) — Elder  Larry 
Dahl,  November  4,   1956. 

MARITZ,  Marietta  (Mowbray )— Elder  Ernest  D. 
Hubbard,  November  4,  1956. 

SMITH,  Alexander  Reginald  Barney  ^ Springs) 
—  Ronald  Parker  Duncan,  October  7,  1956. 

SMITH,  Kelvin  Bruce  (Springs)— Elder  Paul 
Irven  Derrick,  October  7,  1956. 

MARTELL,  Felicity  Jo-anne  (Springs*— Elder 
Paul  Irven  Derrick,   October  14,   1956. 

SCOTT,  Pearl  Caroline  Mary  ( Springs ) —Elder 
Paul  Irven  Derrick,  October  7,  1956. 

SCOTT,  Barbara  Virginia  (Springs)— Elder  Carl 
Rothwell  Pickles,  October  7,  1956. 

CLIFFORD,  Paulus  (Springs)— Elder  Ronald 
Lester  Hadley,  October  14,  1956. 

SYMONDS,  Jeanette  Frost  (Bloemfontein)  — 
Elder  Alfred  Arthur  Paxman,  October  21,  1956. 

SPEAR,  Wendy  Spencer  (Bloemfontein)— Pres. 
Leroy  H.  Duncan,  October  21,  1956. 

SPEAR,  Peter  Bernhard  Spencer  (Bloemfon- 
tein)—Charles  Henry  Spear.  October  21.  1956. 

SPEAR,  David  Spencer  (Bloemfontein)— Sydnev 
John  Spear,  October  21,  1956. 

GOETSCH,  Robert  Louis  (Krugersdorp)— Elder 
L.  R.  Smith,  November  4,  1956. 

GOETSCH,  Douglas  Victor  (Krugersdorp)  — 
Elder  Dean  A.  Hunt.  November  4.  1956. 


ORDINATIONS 

OXLEE,    Edwin    Gerard    (Ramah) — Norman    G. 
Muir,   October  28,   1956— Elder. 

TAYLOR,     Michael     John      (Ramah) )— Francis 
M.  T.  Donlv,  October  21,  1956.— Deacon. 


MORISON,  William    Archibald    (Ramah) 
Sutherland,  November  11,  1956. — Deacon. 


K 


CHATER,  Digby  Gibbon  (Ramah)— Wilfred  S 
Wrench.  November  11.   1956. — Teacher. 

PERRY,  Walter  Frederick  (Ramah)— Franci-s 
M.  T.  Donly.  November  11,  1956.— Priest. 

NORBURY,  Clarence  (Ramah)— Elder  N.  G. 
Stanford,  November  11.  1956.— Teacher. 

MATTHEWS,        Frederick        Richard        Claude 

(Ramah)— Izak  Charl  Louw.  October  28.  1956 
—Elder. 

HARVEY,  William  Norman  Charles  (Pretoria)  — 
Elder. 
Pres.  Leroy   H.  Duncan.   October  28,   1956.   — 

SMIT,  Johannes  Hendrick  Louis  (Pretoria)  — 
Elder  E.  Peterson.  October  21,  1956.— Deacon. 

MARRIOTT,  Theodore  Hutchinson  (East  Lon- 
don)— Pres.  Lerov  H.  Duncan.  November  4. 
1956.— Elder. 

HEES,  Christiaan  Johannes  (East  London) — H. 
Melvin    Jubber,   November  4,   1956. — Deacon. 


MARRIAGES 

VAN  STADEN,  Abraham  Cornelius  (North- 
western)— to  Anna  M.  E.  Barnard  at  Edenvale, 
Johannesburg  on  September  29,  1956. 

MARITZ,  Maria  Magdalena  (Northwestern)  — 
to  Jan  Maritz  at  Middelburg,  Transvaal  on 
Mav  5,   1956. 


DEATHS 

COSTELLO,    Muriel    (Out-N.    Rhod.)— January, 
1956. 

LOUW,  Cecilia   Helena    (Ramah)— November  2. 
1956. 
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BRANCH  AND  DISTRICT  ACTIVITIES 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  J.  M.  Jakins. 

P.O.  Box  3,  Montclair.  Durban. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

On  the  31st  September,  President  tand  Sister 
Duncan  were  the  guests  of  honour  at  the  special 
service  held  in  the  Chapel.  This  was  followed 
by  a  finger-supper.  Members  from  far  and  near 
in  the  Natal  District  gathered  together  on  this 
evening  to  say  good-bye  to  President  and  Sister 
Duncan,  and  wish  them  God-speed,  should  the 
pleasure  not  be  their's  to  see  them  again  before 
they  leave  for  the  States. 

The  Sunday  School  sponsored  a  Dance  in  the 
Oddfellows'  Hall  on  the  17th  November.  The 
success  of  this  event  was  largely  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  now  have  a  Band  of  our  own  that 
is  second  to  none — "The  Fanakalos" — organized 
by  Brother  George  Fisher. 

Other  activities  included  a  braaivleis  held  by 
the  Relief  Society  and  a  building  fund  social. 

The  Relief  Society  Programme,  conducted  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  the  month,  was  a  most  in- 
spirational one.  Speakers  wei'e  Sisters  Wilson, 
McPhail,  Swanepoel,  McLellan,  Fisher,  L. 
Hellon,  and  S.  van  Niekerk.  Sister  A.  Hellon 
rendered  a  very  lovely  vocal  solo. 

A  scout  movement  has  been  started  in  the 
Branch  under  the  leadership  of  Brother  D. 
Billett.  They  went  on  their  first  camp  on  the 
16-17  November. 

Sister  and  Mr.  McAravey  and  Sister  June 
Minnaar  are  still  hospital  patients. 

When  measles  came  to  the  Willson  family,  the 
absence  of  four  lusty  little  boys  made  a  dent 
in  the  Sunday  School  attendance. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Brother  Louis 
Duncan  suffered  a  loss  of  over  £1,000  when  his 
store  was  burgled  recently. 

To  Brother  and  Sister  Billett  and  Sister 
Wasserfal  and  family  we  extend  our  very  sin- 
cere condolence  on  the  passing  away  of  little 
Cheryl.  May  God  grant  to  them  the  under- 
standing of  the  Wisdom  of  His  ways  in  all 
things. 

BLOEMFONTEIN   BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Sydney  J.  Spear, 

154  Waverly  Road,  Bloemfontein. 

Branch  Reporter:  Sister  J.  C.  Utermiihlen. 

At  a  cake  sale  sponsored  by  the  Relief  Society 
sisters  in  aid  of  the  local  building  fund,  a  good 
sum  of  money  was  raised. 

The  Bloemfontein  Branch  is  without  the  mis- 
sionaries at  the  moment  but  the  members  are 
putting  in  extra  time  to  visit  contacts  and  carry 
on  the  missionary  work.  The  Priesthood  meet- 
ings and  Relief  Society  meetings  are  regularly 
held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  C.  H. 
Spear. 

Brother  S.  Spear  and  Peter  Milne  have  taken 
over  the  Scout  Pack  at  C.B.C.  and  are  meeting 
there  every  Friday  night  with  the  C.B.C.  and 
church  scouts.  As  matters  seem  at  the  moment 
this  is  a  success. 

All  is  well  in  Bloemfontein. 


LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Douglas  E.  Charsley. 

121  "P"   Ave..  Luanshya,   No.  Rhodesia. 

Branch  Reporter:  Sister  Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Mary  Anne  Fourie 
and  Duane  Clarke  are  no  longer  on  the  sick  list. 

On  November  5th,  the  Luanshya  Primary  had 
a  combined  Fireworks  Display,  Braaivleis,  and 
Bazaar.  Sweets  and  toys  made  by  members  of 
the  Primary  were  ^old.  A  large  number  turned 
out  and  had  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

Practically  the  whole  branch  is  preparing  to 
migrate  to  the  South  for  their  annual  vacation.. 
We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  wish- 
ing all  other  members  the  Compliments  of  the 
Season;  and  bidding  President  and  Sister 
Duncan  and  family  Bon  Voyage.  Our  love  and  ' 
prayers  go  with  them.  . 

PORT    ELIZABETH    BRANCH 

Branch   President:    C.    DoUer. 

63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Branch  Reporter:    Sister  Madge  McHugh. 

During  the  month  Elder  Robison,  having  com- 
pleted his  mission,  left  on  his  journey  home- 
ward.   Elder  Gee  is  welcomed  in  his  place. 

To  most  of  the  members  here  it  was  a  month 
of  sad  farewells  as  we  had  to  say  our  farewells 
to  President  and  Sister  Duncan  as  well.  We 
here  in  the  P.E.  Branch  know  it  was  through 
the  love  and  inspiration  of  President  Duncan 
that  today  we  have  our  own  chapel  in  which 
to  worship.  President  Duncan  impressed  in 
our  minds  that  whatever  we  would  accomplish 
we  were  to  use  the  3  Ps:  plan,  prayer  and  big 
push. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  very  successful  fun 
fare  at  the  chapel  grounds  on  Saturday  the  17th. 
There  was  plenty  of  icecream,  cool  drink,  cake, 
sweets  and  fancy  goods  being  sold.  Boerewors, 
mince  meat,  rolls  and  salads  were  sold  during 
the  evening.  We  were  very  happy  to  give  to  the 
building  fund  the  sum  of  £50.  This  money  will 
enable  us  to  have  the  grounds  landscaped  and 
buy  some  articles  for  the  classrooms. 

To  all  members,  friends  and  missionaries  in 
the  mission  we  wish  you  all  a  very  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Alwin  Hubert. 

129   Beach   Road,    Mouille   Point,    Cape. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

The  month  of  October  came  to  a  close  with  a 
successful  Halloween  party.  We  were  greated 
at  the  door  by  ghostly  hosts,  viewed  the  creation 
of  a  zombie,  travelled  through  a  "Chamber-of- 
Horrors,"  and  enjoyed  refreshments. 

We  all  say  "Welcome,  little  Strangers"  to  the 
baby  daughter  of  Brother  S.  Terblanche  and 
wife,  and  to  the  new  son  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Jefferies. 

The  Sunday  evening  service,  4th  November, 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  Relief  Society.. 
The  theme  of  the  service  was  "Search  the  Scrip- 
tures." Sister  Edith  Wild  was  the  speaker  and 
five  of  the  Relief  Society  Sisters  each  recited  a 
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lavouriLe  passage  from  the  Scriptures  and  told 
how  it  came  to  be  a  lavourite.  Two  beautiful 
numbers  were  rendered  by  the  Relief  Society 
Choir.  Brother  Alwin  Hubert  brought  the  pro- 
gramme to  a  close  by  his  talk  on  "An  Apprecia- 
tion of  the  Relief  Society."  It  made  us  feel 
pround  of  such  a  fine  organization. 

This  sei-vice  was  followed  by  a  Fireside  Chat 
arranged  by  the  M  Men  and  Gleaners.  Brother 
Theo  Rayner  reviewed  a  book  written  by  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith  and  then  a  panel  of  yoimg 
people  discussed  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Gospel.  This  was  a  fine  programme  which 
proved  that  our  young  men  and  women  have 
their  feet  firmly  set  on  the  Gospel  path. 

The  Investigators'  and  New  Members'  Sunday 
School  Class  held  a  get-together  party  on  the 
16th.  Everyone  enjoyed  an  amusing  preliminary 
programme,  after  which  all  joined  in  the 
games.  Even  the  very  young  folk  helped  by 
staging  a  crawling  race  of  their  own.  The  even- 
ing ended  with  delicious  refreshments  served. 

The  PrimaiT  were  in  charge  of  the  evening 
service  Sunday,  18th.  We  witnessed  the 
Graduates  from  Primary  receive  their  certifi- 
cates from  the  Mission  Primary  Mother,  Sister 
Johanna  Fourie.  The  programme  was  mainly 
musical,  and  we  thrilled  to  hear  those  tiny  mites 
sing  their  songs  and  say  their  pieces.  Brother 
Alwin  Hubert  spoke  of  the  wonderful  influence 
that  Primary  has  on  the  lives  of  the  young 
people  of  the  Church.  Sister  Johanna  Fourie 
also  told  of  work  in  the  Primary. 

The  Priesthood  Groups  held  a  party  on 
Friday,  the  23rd,  under  the  direction  of  Brother 
Clyde  Geldenhuys.  It  was  an  evening  of  song, 
games,  quiz,  and  lunch. 

A  musical  fireside  on  the  25th  brought  the 
month  to  a  cheerful  finish.  The  music  was 
played  on  the  "Hi-Fi"  and  consisted  of  chosen 
passages  from  symphonies  by  the  Great  Masters. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 
Branch  President:  H.  de  C.   Hugo, 

51  Athlone  Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 
Branch  Reporter:  Brother  N.  C.  van  Niekerk. 

Branch  activities  continue  to  be  of  an  inter- 
esting and  uplifting  nature. 

In  spite  of  the  heavy  October-November  rains, 
Saints  and  investigators  continue  to  fill  our 
Chapel  almost  to  capacity. 

Transvaal.  District  Conference  was  held  on 
the  28th  October.  We  would  like  to  thank  all 
who  helped  to  make  this  event  a  success.  Cars 
from  all  four  provinces  lined  the  street  on  both 
sides  for  two  blocks. 

A  wonderful  spirit  prevailed  throughout  the 
proceedings  of  the  day.  Speakers  delivered 
their  addresses  with  great  force  and  power;  the 
Ramah  Choir,  under  the  baton  of  Brother 
Johan  Brummer,  sang  with  fine  melodious 
harmony;  the  Elder's  quartette  rendered  their 
song  with  splendid  ability;  and  Elder  Butler's 
solo  pleased  all. 

President  Duncan  presided  over  the  confer- 
ence. Dist.  President  I.  C.  Louw  conducted  the 
morning  session  and  Brother  Johan  Brummer 
conducted  the  afternoon  session. 

At  the  close  of  this  conference  the  Saints 
bade  our  Mission  President  and  his  good  wife 
God-speed  on  their  return  home.  They  will  be 
greatly  missed  here  in  the  Mission. 

Our  Branch  President  had  the  misfortune  of 
having  his  appendix  removed   this  month. 


FAST  LONDON    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  A.  J.  Corrigan, 

10  Bamburgh  Road,  Stirling.  East  London. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  B.  Shoekel 

All  the  members  of  the  East  London  Branch 
were  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  Elder  Taylor  who 
has  completed  his  mission  and  returned  home. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  we  are  pleased  to 
welcome  Elder  Kump  and  we  hope  that  his  stay 
with  us  will  be  pleasant  and  fruitful. 

President  and  Sister  Duncan  have  paid  their 
last  visit  to  East  London.  On  Sunday,  4 
November,  we  were  pleased  to  have  them  at  our 
Fast  and  Testimony  Meeting,  where  we  all  en- 
joyed a  spiritual  feast.  In  the  evening  we  were 
once  again  privileged  to  hear  inspirational  talks 
given  by  Elder  Milne,  Sister  Duncan  and  Presi- 
dent Duncan. 

On  Sunday,  11th  November,  the  evening  ser- 
vice was  conducted  by  the  Relief  Society.  The 
theme  for  the  evening  was  "Search  the  Scrip- 
tures". Although  the  Relief  Society  is  working 
under  great  difficulty,  the  programme  was  en- 
joyed by  all. 

A  most  successful  "currie  and  rice"  evening 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Havenga. 
We  wish  to  thank  them  for  their  kind  hos- 
pitality and  for  helping  the  Simday  School  to 
raise  funds  for   the  Christmas   Tree. 

The  Sunday  School  has  been  reorganized  with 
Brother  Marriot  as  Superintendent,  Sister 
Jubber  and  Brother  Hees  as  counsellors,  and 
Sister  Hall  as  secretary. 

We  are  happy  to  have  Sister  Hertog  and  her 
son  Ronnie  with  us  for  a  short  while  again. 
They  have  just  returned  from  Holland  and  are 
going  to  settle  in  Rhodesia. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    D.   V.  Vice, 

82  von  Brandis  Street,  Krugersdorp. 

Branch  Reporter:  D.  V.  Vice. 

A  great  spiritual  feast  was  offered  the  mem- 
bers of  the  branch  when  they  attended  Trans- 
vaal District  Conference  at  Springs,  on  Sunday 
28th.  The  lovely  singing  and  the  well  delivered 
talks  gave  us  a  strengthening  influence  and  will 
be  remembered  for  a  long  time. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  Good-bye  to  President 
and  Sister  Duncan.  We  appreciated  the  thought- 
fulness  of  the  District  Presidency  in  providing 
an  opportunity  for  members  to  meet  and  say 
their  good-byes  to  President  and  Sister  Duncan 
after  the  Conference,  and  to  thank  them  for  all 
they  have  done  for  us  and  wish  them  a  safe 
and  pleasant  voyage  home. 

"Well  done,"  to  the  Relief  Society  Sisters  who 
conducted  the  Sunday  evening  sei-vice  on  the 
4th  November. 

The  M.I.A.  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining 
the  Ramah  M.I.A.  at  a  social  on  the  13th.  After 
a  bad  start,  due  to  a  breakdown  of  the  musical 
facilities,  things  brightened  up  and  a  good  time 
was  had  by  all. 

We  will  miss  the  Powrie  and  Coetzee  families 
who  are  due  to  leave  for  the  coastal  area  for 
their  annual  vacation  and  a  well  earned  rest. 

Sister  Alma  Schroeder  leaves  for  the  States 
on  the  3rd  of  December.  May  she  find  success 
and  happiness  in  her  new  home. 
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BENONI   BRANCH 

Branch  President:   J.  H.  Adendorff, 

9  Sommerset  Ave..  Benoni. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Ann  Coetzee, 

Everyone  enjoyed  a  very  successful  farewell 
party  for  Elders  Blackham  and  Butler  held  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Charlton. 

At  M.I.A.  on  the  31st  October  we  had  a  lovely 
Halloween  Party  including  a  Treasure  Hunt  and 
a  Ghost  story. 

The  Relief  Society  conducted  the  service  on 
the  4th.  A  piano  solo  from  Sister  Margaret 
Coetzee  and  a  vocal  solo  from  Sister  Jean 
McGill  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  meeting. 

We  were  happy  to  have  the  District  Presi- 
dency with  us  on  the  25th  of  November  and  en- 
joyed the  uplifting  talks  of  Brother  I.  C.  Louw 
and  Elder  Hadley.  We  were  also  favoured  with 
a  solo  from  Sister  Charlton  and  a  piano  solo 
from  Elder  Salmon. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Brother  Brum- 
mer  (snr.)  will  have  to  undergo  an  operation  in 
the  near  future. 

The  long  absence  of  our  Branch  President, 
who  is  in  Durban  on  a  business  trip,  is  being 
felt  among  the  members  and  we  hope  that  he 
will  soon  be  able  to  return. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Farrell  R.  Monson. 
20  King:  Ave,,  Bulawayo,  So.  Rhodesia. 

Branch  Reporter:    Sister  Marjorie  Paterson. 

On  November  4th  the  Relief  Society  Sisters 
gave  us  a  very  enjoyable  evening  service.  They 
were  very  highly  praised  by  all  who  attended. 
We  give  thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
help  and  guidance  He  gave  to  make  the  even- 
ing such  a  success. 

The  following  evening,  November  5th,  was 
also  a  great  success.  We  held  the  monthly 
social  at  the  home  of  Sister  Paterson  where  we 
all  contributed  towards  a  magnificent  fireworks 
display  and  braaivleis. 

We  are  all  missing  Sister  Palmer  Jones  who 
has  been  away  from  Bulawayo  for  the  past 
month  visiting  her  daughter,  Cynthia. 

We  were  sorry  to  see  Elder  LeBaron  leave 
Bulawayo  but  are  happy  to  welcome  Elder 
L'Dean  McCue.  We  wish  them  both  success  in 
their  labours. 

PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 
Branch  President:  R.  M.  Morrissey, 

271  Bloom  Street,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Joyce  Morrissey. 

On  the  30th  October  the  members  travelled 
to  Durban  to  attend  a  farewell  social  given  for 
President  and  Sister  Duncan.  We  are  indeed 
sorry  to  see  them  go  but  pray  the  Lord's  bless- 
ings to  be  upon  them  at  all  times. 

We  welcome  Elder  Hartley  to  our  branch  and 
hope  that  he  will  enjoy  labouring  with  us. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  successful  cake  sale 
on  the  10th  of  November,  and  sponsored  a 
branch  social  on  the  17th  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Human. 

Our  visitors  for  this  month  were  Elders  Chip- 
man  and  Dudley  from  Durban.  Both  gave  very 
irx^-niring  talks  at  the  Sacrament  Service  on  the 
18th. 

We  congratulate  Brother  A.  Naude  in  being 
advanced  to  the  office  of  a  Priest  in  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood. 


WELKOM  BRANCH 
Branch  President:   Elder  D.   M.   Caldwell, 

54  Juliet  Street,  Welkom. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Mary  Dell. 

A  most  successful  branch  party  in  the  form 
of  a  braaivleis  was  held  on  the  20th  October. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  October,  an 
inspiring  Baptismal  Service  was  held  at  the 
Swallows.  The  candidates  for  baptism  were 
Brother  George  Botha  and  Brother  Anthony 
Dell.  They  were  confirmed  the  same  day.  To 
these  two  Brothers  we  extend  a  hand  of  fellow- 
ship, and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  be  with  them 
at  all  times,  and  bless  them  in  their  endeavours. 

President  and  Sister  Duncan  were  at  our 
Sacrament  service  on  the  21st.  We  were  very 
pleased  to  welcome  them  and  have  them  as  our 
speakers.  After  a  truly  inspirational  service  an 
informal  get-together  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Robinson,  where  refresh- 
ments were  served. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Sister  Wilson  as  our 
main  speaker  on  the  Relief  Society  Programme 
on  the  4th  November.  The  choruses  were  given 
by  the  Relief  Society  Sisters.  They  also  gave 
their  favourite  scriptural  passages. 

On  Saturday  the  17th  November,  a  branch 
party  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Campbell.  This  party  took  the  form  of  a 
farewell  to  Elder  Boucher  who  is  leaving  us.  We 
took  the  opportunity,  too,  of  welcoming  Elder 
Anderson.  We  pray  that  these  two  Elders  will 
be  happy  in  their  new  fields  of  labour. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  con- 
gratulate the  following  brethren  who  has  been 
sustained  in  various  offices  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  Branch  Presidency:  Brother  Beldon 
who  has  been  appointed  First  Assistant  to 
Brother  Campbell  in  the  Sunday  School. 
Brother  Dell  who  has  been  sustained  as  Branch 
Clerk  and  First  Counsellor  in  the  Branch  Presi- 
dency. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 
Branch   President:    Lionel  Bibb, 
282  Preller  Street,  Muckleneuk. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Sheila  Bibb. 

A  large  crowd  turned  out  to  the  branch  picnic 
held  on  the  19th  of  October.  After  an  after- 
noon spent  playing  various  games,  the  day 
ended  with  a  most  enjoyable  braaivleis.  There 
were  quite  a  few  stiff  muscles  the  next  day 
after  all  the  exercise. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  Brother  and 
Sister  Pienaar  and  Brother  and  Sister  Lion 
Cachet  who  were  baptised  at  Ramah  on  the 
14th  October. 

Most  of  the  Pretoria  Branch  went  to  Confer- 
ence at  Springs  on  the  28th  October.  This 
pleasant  occasion  was  somewhat  marred  by  the 
realization  that  it  was  the  last  time  that  many 
of  us  would  see  President  and  Sister  Duncan. 

We  congratulate  Brothers  Faber,  Harvey,  Smit 
who  have  all  been  advanced  in  the  Priesthood. 

The  theme  of  the  Relief  Society  Service  held 
on  the  4th  November  was  "Search  the  Scrip- 
tures". A  most  enjoyable  programme  was  pre- 
sented with  Sister  van  Staden  as  the  main 
speaker. 

The  building  fund  benefitted  by  a  cake  sale 
held  on  November  8th 

The  Pretoria  Branch  takes  this  opportunity 
of  wishing  all  members  of  the  church  a  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 
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BELLVILLi:  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  N.  J.  Goosen, 

57  van  Niekeik  Slreot.  Bcllville. 

Branch  Reporter:    Sister  Mary    Dean. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Joanetle  Goosen 
who  gave  birth  to  a  lovely  baby  boy  on  the  31st 
October.     We   all  welcome  this   little  one. 

Once  more  the  Relief  Society  sisters  were 
called  upon  to  deliver  their  special  programme 
on  Sunday  evening,  the  4th  of  November.  The 
talks  were  inspiring  and  the  Singing  Sisters 
sang  "The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd"  very  well. 

During  the  month  the  Sunday  School  spon- 
sored a  braaivleis  on  the  Jakins'  farm  at  Eerste 
River.  After  everyone  had  enough  to  eat  the 
young  folk  engaged  in  playing  baseball,  a  shoot- 
ing match,   and  a  water  fight. 

Sister  Mary  Dean  was  set  apart  as  Relief 
Society  secretary  by  Brother  Goosen  on  Novem- 
ber 14th.  Sister  Goosen  who  held  this  position 
previously  has  been  released  since  her  baby's 
birth.  We  wish  to  thank  her  for  her  faithful- 
ness in  fulfilling  this  position  so  diligently. 

The  branch  organized  a  farewell  party  in 
honour  of  the  Storey  family  who  leave  for 
Umtali  this  month.  A  little  gift  as  a  token  of 
appreciation  was  presented  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Storey  by  our  Branch  President  on  behalf 


of  the  Saints  from  Bellville.  It  is  witii  much 
regret  that  we  say  goodbye  to  this  faithful 
family  who  have  always  been  active.  Our 
prayers  will  always  be  with  them.  May  they 
be  successful   in  starting  a  branch  in  Umtali. 

RAMAH    BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 

31,  18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Branch  Reporter:  Sister  Noreen  Kroesen. 

This  month  the  M.I. A.  sponsored  an  enjoyable 
Halloween  Party  and  a  social  evening  spent  with 
the  Saints  at  Krugersdorp. 

The  District  Conference  was  held  on  the  28th 
October.  This  was  also  President  and  Sister 
Duncan's  farewell  visit.  The  Saints  of  the 
Transvaal  District  presented  them  with  two 
beautiful  gifts.  A  social  was  held  at  the  clos- 
ing conference. 

The  Relief  Society  took  charge  of  the  evening 
meeting  on  the  4th.  They  held  their  annual 
bazaar  on  tiie   10th.    Forty  pounds  wa.s  raised. 

We  are  very  happy  to  report  that  Sister  Julia 
van  Rensburg's  heart  operation  was  a  success. 

Hearty  congratulations  go  to  Sister  Gloria 
Wallace  and  Mr.  Dennis  Cahill  who  have  an- 
nounced their  engagement. 

We  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  Louw  family 
on  the  passing  of  Sister  Louw  Snr. 


WE  IN  THE  OFFICE 
WISH  EVERYONE 

A 
VERY  MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

AND 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
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